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  HAMAS’ CONTINUED WAR CRIMES AGAINST 
INNOCENT CIVILIANS IN ISRAEL AND THE 
INSUFFICIENT INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE 

I. INTRODUCTION 
 

The purpose of this report is to detail the ongoing war crimes committed by Hamas since 
the October 7, 2023, attack and to request that the Human Rights Council respond to its 
actions in an appropriate manner. We consider it imperative that the international 
community unconditionally condemn Hamas’ actions for what they are—war crimes—and 
hold Hamas and its allies responsible for their continuing atrocities. 

 
II. HAMAS’ CONTINUING VIOLATIONS OF THE LAWS OF ARMED CONFLICT 

 
On October 7, 2023, Hamas launched a surprise attack against Israel, murdering over 1200 
people, including men, women, children, infants, and the elderly. Hamas operatives 
mercilessly butchered civilians. They beheaded children, cut off limbs, raped and tortured 
women, burned people alive, and desecrated the dead bodies. Hamas also fired an estimated 
2,200 rockets towards Israeli civilian population centers. Further, during the attack, Hamas 
took 240 hostages, including a ten-month-old baby who died soon after being taken.(1) This 
attack was unprovoked, premeditated, and constitutes the largest single-day civilian 
massacre in Israel’s history.(2) Hamas’ murdering civilians, raping women, and torturing 
individuals, all constitute genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes. 

 
Further, each rocket indiscriminately fired by Hamas toward Israel’s civilian population 
centers also constitutes a distinct, individual war crime. Additionally, these rockets have 
been fired not only indiscriminately but without warning; a sharp contrast to Israel’s 
warnings to population centers of impending missile strikes against Hamas targets. 

 
Hamas is committing war crimes by conducting military operations from civilian facilities. 
It not only placed Israeli hostages in strategic places but also carries out military operations 
from civilian facilities and uses Gazans to shield military targets(3) in violation of 
international law.(4) Also in violation of international law is its use of hospitals and other 
civilian facilities as military bases of operations.(5) In particular, the Shifa Hospital had a 
network of underground tunnels that Hamas utilized as a command-and-control center. The 
tunnels were used to store weapons, hold hostages, and provide a base of operations for 
Hamas.(6) A captured Hamas member shared information about Hamas’ extensive tunnel 
networks: “Shifa is not small, it is a big place that can be used to hide things.”(7) When this 
Hamas operative was pressed on why Hamas used hospitals to hide its activities, he 
responded, “[so] you won’t strike them.”(8) However, Israel has come under international 
criticism for attacking facilities despite Hamas’ using them as military bases. Furthermore, 
an Israeli hospital in Ashkelon has been struck by Hamas missiles three times as of 
November 1, 2023, despite never having been used for military purposes.(9) 

 
Just over 100 hostages and the bodies of eight deceased hostages were released in a truce in 
late November 2023.(10) As of January 9, 2024, Hamas still has 132 hostages,(11) with 
twenty-five to fifty of the hostages presumed to be dead.(12) Information obtained from the 
freed hostages confirms that both men and women were raped or sexually abused and 
tortured.(13) Most received very little food, if any, with one of the released hostages 
detailing how some days they were only given a few pieces of bread.(14) Doctors noted 
that many lost up to 15% of their body weight while in captivity.(15) Many of them were 
denied necessary life-saving treatment and medications.(16) Psychological abuse was also 
extremely common, with one young boy being forced to watch videos of the October 7 
attack at gunpoint.(17) Despite these atrocities coming to light, the international response 
has been severely insufficient. Instead, Israel is being falsely accused of war crimes and 
genocide against the Palestinians. 
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III. THE INSUFFICIENT INTERNATIONAL RESPONSE 
 

Despite the numerous war crimes committed by Hamas, the U.N. has yet to unequivocally 
condemn it as a terrorist organization.(18) Not only that, but attempts have been made to 
equivocate the actions of Hamas with Israel’s defensive response. The Independent 
International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory accused “all 
sides” of committing war crimes since October 7, 2023.(19) It fails to call the Hamas 
attacks indiscriminate.(20) Instead, the Commission is “gravely concerned with Israel’s . . . 
attack[s] on Gaza,”(21) yet entirely ignores Israel’s clear right to self-defense recognized 
under international law. The Commission calls on “the parties involved to cease all forms 
of violence,”(22) without distinguishing unlawful violent aggression and terror from the 
lawful use of defensive force. The international community must abandon its anti-Israel 
position and recognize the atrocities being committed by Hamas for what they are: 
genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes meriting the Israeli defensive response. 

 
Furthermore, the U.N. must take greater steps to ensure that international aid is not 
benefitting Hamas’ terror campaign. The United Nations Relief and Works Agency 
(UNRWA) is currently far too entangled with Hamas for this to be a reality. On the day of 
the October 7 massacre, an UNRWA teacher in Gaza posted a video of Hamas fighters 
shooting up Israeli vehicles.(23) The post was accompanied by a verse from the Quran 
suggesting that the terrorists were on a mission from God.(24) One of Hamas’ senior 
appointments, Suhail al-Hindi, was elected in 2017 to the Hamas Politburo to sit alongside 
the very author of the October 7 attack. Al-Hindi previously worked as a teacher for an 
UNRWA school.(25) There are recent accounts of at least twelve UNRWA staff actively 
participating in the Hamas attack.(26) Four of the UNRWA staff were directly involved in 
kidnapping Israelis.(27) Thankfully, donor countries like the U.S.A. and Germany have 
suspended their funding for UNRWA.(28) Sadly, the U.N.’s response has been to ask those 
countries to resume their funding.(29) 

 
IV. REQUEST 

 
Hamas has murdered innocent Israeli civilians, raped women, abducted and tortured Israeli 
hostages, hidden behind innocent civilians using them as human shield, and committed a 
multitude of other war crimes in the process. Such acts continue to this day. The HRC must 
unequivocally condemn Hamas for its war crimes against Israel and acknowledge Israel’s 
inherent right to defend itself. The HRC must dispense with its clear anti-Israel bias. It must 
also inquire into the UNRWA and its unethical and illegal entanglement with Hamas, and 
implement greater oversight to ensure no aid is being given to UNRWA. Finally, it must 
also demand the release of the remaining hostages held by Hamas. 

 

    

 
(1) Stephanie Whiteside, Hamas Claims 10-Month-Old Hostage, Family are Dead: Reports, NEWS 
NATION (last updated Nov. 29, 2023), https://www.newsnationnow.com/world/war-in-israel/hamas-
10-month-hostage-dead/. 
(2) Mother of Woman Killed at Nova Festival Says She Feels Abandoned: ‘What About Our Pain?’, 
THE TIMES OF ISRAEL (Dec. 11, 2023), https://www.timesofisrael.com/liveblog_entry/mother-of-
woman-killed-at-nova-festival-says-she-feels-abandoned-what-about-our-pain/. 
(3) Jason Willick, We Can’t Ignore the Truth That Hamas Uses Human Shields, THE 
WASHINGTON POST (Nov. 14, 2023), 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/2023/11/14/hamas-human-shields-tactic/. 
(4) Rule 97, Human Shields, ICRC, available at https://ihl-databases.icrc.org/en/customary-
ihl/v1/rule97. 
(5) Rule 9, Definition of Civilian Objects, ICRC, available at https://ihl-
databases.icrc.org/en/customary-ihl/v1/rule9. 
(6) Id. 



A/HRC/55/NGO/«AssignedNumber» 

4  

(7) Peter Beaumont, What is a Human Shield and How Has Hamas Been Accused of Using Them?, 
THE GUARDIAN (Oct. 30, 2023), https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/oct/30/human-shield-
israel-claim-hamas-command-centre-under-hospital-palestinian-civilian-gaza-city. 
(8) Id. 
(9) Ido Efrati, Direct Rocket Hits, Partial Protection: How a Hospital Operates in Israel's Most 
Bombarded City, HAARETZ (Nov. 1, 2023), https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-11-01/ty-
article/.premium/hospital-serving-israels-most-bombarded-city-operating-at-30-percent-
capacity/0000018b-8887-dd28-a7df-9897d1dd0000. 
(10) Israel Social Security Data Reveals True Picture of Oct 7 Deaths, FRANCE24 (Dec. 15, 2023), 
https://www.france24.com/en/live-news/20231215-israel-social-security-data-reveals-true-picture-of-
oct-7-deaths. 
(11) Jamie Ryan and Emma Pengelly, Hamas Hostages: Stories of the People Taken From Israel, 
BBC (Jan. 9, 2024), https://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-67053011. 
(12) Peter Saidel et. al., Hamas Took More Than 200 Hostages From Israel. Here’s What We Know, 
THE WALL ST. J. (last updated Feb. 6, 2024), https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/hamas-
hostages-israel-gaza-41432124. 
(13) Sam Mednick, New Signs Emerge of ‘Widespread’ Sexual Crimes by Hamas, as Netanyahu 
Alleges Global Indifference, AP NEWS (Dec. 6, 2023), https://apnews.com/article/sexual-assault-
hamas-oct-7-attack-rape-bb06b950bb6794affb8d468cd283bc51. 
(14) Ruth Marks Eglash, Stories of Torture, Torment Revealed by Israeli Children Kidnapped by 
Hamas Terrorists, FOX NEWS (Nov. 29, 2023), https://www.foxnews.com/world/stories-torture-
torment-revealed-israeli-children-kidnapped-hamas-terrorists [hereinafter Stories of Torture]. 
(15) Id. 
(16) Qatar-Led Talks in Works to get Medicine to Israeli Hostages in Gaza — Report, THE TIMES 
OF ISRAEL (Jan. 12, 2024), https://www.timesofisrael.com/qatar-led-talks-in-works-to-get-
medicine-to-israeli-hostages-in-gaza-report/. 
(17) Stories of Torture, supra note 14. 
(18) 10 Things to Know About the UN and Hamas, FOUNDATION FOR DEFENSE OF 
DEMOCRACIES (Nov. 16, 2023), https://www.fdd.org/analysis/2023/11/16/10-things-to-know-
about-the-un-and-hamas/. 
(19) Press Release, Commission of Inquiry Collecting Evidence of War Crimes Committed by All 
Sides in Israel and Occupied Palestinian Territories Since 7 October 2023, UN Independent 
International Commission of Inquiry on the Occupied Palestinian Territory (Oct. 10, 2023), 
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2023/10/commission-inquiry-collecting-evidence-war-
crimes-committed-all-sides-israel. 
(20) Id. 
(21) Id. 
(22) Id. 
(23) Paul Nuki, UNRWA Cannot Operate Without Hamas – No Wonder it Has a Neutrality Problem, 
THE TELEGRAPH (Feb. 4, 2024), https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/terror-and-
security/unrwa-united-nations-gaza-israel-hamas-war/. 
(24) Id. 
(25) Id. 
(26) Id. 
(27) Id. 
(28) Jessica le Masurier, As Donors Suspend Critical Funding to UNRWA, Allegations Against Staff 
Remain Murky, FRANCE24 (Feb. 5, 2024), https://www.france24.com/en/middle-east/20240205-as-
donors-suspend-critical-funding-to-unrwa-allegations-against-staff-remain-murky. 
(29) Najib Jobain et. al., U.N. Chief Calls for Resumed Funding of Palestinian Aid Agency Amid 
Allegations of Militant Ties, TIME (Jan. 28, 2024), https://time.com/6589439/un-aid-agency-resume-
funding-hamas-staff-allegations/. 


